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20 Years





but opportunity is not
talent is evenly distributed



Reform



Reimagine



The University





Wilhelm von Humboldt  
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14th Century



There was a lot we didn’t know  
about learning in 1400.



Roz Picard  
Affective Computing



And yet, much of the mainstream university 
experience still looks like the 14th century.



And when we design digital technologies for 
learning, we start by replicating the old models.
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Reimagine



Do we really know how our students learn? 



How does MIT learn?





Sep 11, 2006



April 20, 2012



How does the MIT Media Lab learn?



Deploy or Die

Success?
Uniqueness
Impact
Magic



4Ps of Creative Learning



Projects



Peers



Passion



Play



Preparing our students to be 
creative problem-solvers, 

because the world is 
changing ever faster.



We know this works face-to-face … 



… but how about online?



MOOCs and alternatives













Shady Hill 
School



Adriano Parracciani



“Those two 
little markers 
on the map 
make the world 
seem a lot 
more 
connected.” 

Brad Larson



http://reports.p2pu.org

http://learn.media.mit.edu

http://reports.p2pu.org
http://reports.p2pu.org


Unhangouts







Friedrich Fröbel  

(1782–1852) 
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Experiments are cheap 

Remove barriers for 
innovation (and innovators) 

Students!



Germany <> USA



Reform or Reimagine?



The best way to predict 
the future is to invent it.  

Alan Kay


