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On the basis of the outcomes of an international comparative survey amongst key administrators in seven countries, the similarities and differences between governance structures will be discussed. Particular emphasis will be given to the issues of participation in and nature of decision-making processes within universities.  The situations in different countries will be compared. The theoretical models of decision-making in higher education institutions will be confronted with the empirical results. An important outcome of the study is that key administrators perceive the university as still being dominated by the academic professionals with respect to both teaching and research. The role of the central institutional administration appears more prominent with respect to the “non-primary processes”, such as formulating long-term institutional policy, finances, etc. 





