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Characteristics of European university tradition can be understood from the German university concept (von Humboldt): unity of education and research, state universities with professorial autonomy, freedom of students, double order of academe and administration, pure science as a topvalue.


Universities find themselves these days in a complex crisis: demands of knowledge society, mass institutions, reduction of government funding, diversification, concern about quality, accountability, loss of tradition. Which type of management is appropriate for universities?


Some elements of new ‘good practice’ in university management can be identified: quality assurance, integration of management, human resource management, moulding research profiles, full costs analysis, educational reform, change and a lasting feature.


The remaining basic question: can a new, sustainable tradition be developed?
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