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A knowledge-based society requires internationally competitive

higher education institutions. If higher education in Germany is to

become more effective and attractive, it will have to overcome over-

regulation, the dominance of narrow stakeholder interests and habit-

bound thinking. We work on finding answers to these challenges by

� initiating reform projects and realising them with our

partners 

� developing concepts and models for the “university

unbound” 

� hosting symposia that put critical and challenging

topics on the educational policy agenda

� cultivating a dialogue with interested members of the 

higher education community and the general public

Higher education development

needs new ideas and concepts.

The CHE contributes to this

work by serving as a think tank.

We draw up expert’s reports,

develop models for modern-

ising Germany’s higher educa-

tion institutions based on inter-

national comparisons, and work

with decision makers from high-

er education institutions and

politics to fine-tune them. Our

goal is the “university unbound”

– autonomous, academic and

distinguished, competitive and

cost-effective, open to the inter-

national and virtual realm.

Higher education development

requires pioneers to lead the

way. The CHE acts as a project

partner to support higher edu-

cation institutions, faculties and

education ministries in imple-

menting new models and reform

projects. Merely putting forward

the goals and visions of higher

education reform is not enough.

New ideas need to be system-

atically pursued, to be put to

the test in hands-on pilot pro-

jects.

Think Tank The University Ranking

non-profit, independent, creative and practical

Higher education development

requires qualified executives

and administrators. The CHE

organises a nationwide further

education programme for hig-

her education managers and

administrators, the “Hochschul-

kurs”. Experts and coaches

familiar with the specifics of

the situation of higher educa-

tion institutions transmit spe-

cialist knowledge, personal

skills enhancement and tools

for workaday life of executives

in the academic realm, as in

administration. Beyond this, we

host CHE workshops and “in-

house workshops” which offer

state-of-the-art content and

may be adapted as needed.

Higher education development

requires transparency with

regard to the quality and diver-

sity of teaching and research.

Each year, the CHE publishes

Germany’s most comprehensi-

ve ranking of higher educati-

on institutions. This multi-

dimensional ranking uses up

to 40 different indicators to

provide a differentiated and

detailed view of the strengths

and weaknesses of German

higher education institutions

by subject areas. This is com-

plemented by a research ran-

king published each autumn

to provide specific information

on the research contribution

of German higher education

institutions.

Further Education 

and Training

A dedicated group of experts led by

Professor Dr. Detlef Müller-Böling 

(1st row, 3rd from right) have devoted

themselves to developing Germany’s

system of higher education since 1994.
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